Proper 17 Year C

Closest to August 31
Jeremiah 2:4-13 

Ps. 81:1,10-16 

or 
Sirach 10:12-18

or Proverbs 25:6-7
Ps. 112

Hebrews 13:1-8,15-16
Luke 14:1,7-14

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Collect:  Proper 17
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things: Graft in our hearts the love of your Name; increase in us true religion; nourish us with al goodness; and bring forth in us the fruit of good works; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.
The Book of Jeremiah 
2: 4 - 13  
Hear the word of the Lord, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house of Israel. Thus says the Lord: What wrong did your ancestors find in me that they went far from me, and went after worthless things, and became worthless themselves? They did not say, “Where is the Lord who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep darkness, in a land that no one passes through, where no one lives?” I brought you into a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its good things. But when you entered you defiled my land, and made my heritage an abomination. The priests did not say, “Where is the Lord?” Those who handle the law did not know me; the rulers transgressed against me; the prophets prophesied by Baal, and went after things that do not profit. 

Therefore once more I accuse you, says the Lord, and I accuse your children’s children. Cross to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and examine with care; see if there has ever been such a thing. Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are no gods? But my people have changed their glory for something that does not profit. Be appalled, O heavens, at this, be shocked, be utterly desolate, says the Lord, for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living water, and dug out cisterns for themselves, cracked cisterns that can hold no water. 
Psalm   
81: 1, 10 - 16
1  
Sing with joy to God our strength *

 

and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob.

10  
I am the LORD your God,


who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, *

 

“Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.”

11  
And yet my people did not hear my voice, *

 

and Israel would not obey me.

12  
So I gave them over to the stubbornness of their hearts, *

 

to follow their own devices.

13  
Oh, that my people would listen to me! *

 

that Israel would walk in my ways!

14  
I should soon subdue their enemies *

 

and turn my hand against their foes.

15  
Those who hate the LORD would cringe before him, *

 

and their punishment would last for ever.

16  
But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat *

 

and satisfy him with honey from the rock.

OR

The Wisdom of Sirach  10: 12 - 18

The beginning of human pride is to forsake the Lord; 


the heart has withdrawn from its Maker. 

For the beginning of pride is sin, 


and the one who clings to it pours out abominations. 

Therefore the Lord brings upon them unheard-of calamities, 


and destroys them completely. 

The Lord overthrows the thrones of rulers, 


and enthrones the lowly in their place. 

The Lord plucks up the roots of the nations, 


and plants the humble in their place. 

The Lord lays waste the lands of the nations, 


and destroys them to the foundations of the earth. 

He removes some of them and destroys them, 

and erases the memory of them from the earth. 

Pride was not created for human beings, 


or violent anger for those born of women.

Or 

The Book of Proverbs 
25: 6 - 7
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence


or stand in the place of the great;

for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”


than to be put lower in the presence of a noble. 

Psalm   
112
1  
Hallelujah!


Happy are they who fear the Lord *

 

and have great delight in his commandments!

2  
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *

 

the generation of the upright will be blessed.

3  
Wealth and riches will be in their house, *

 

and their righteousness will last for ever.

4  
Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *

 

the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.

5  
It is good for them to be generous in lending *

 

and to manage their affairs with justice.

6  
For they will never be shaken; *

 

the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance.

7  
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *

 

their heart is right;

 

they put their trust in the Lord.

8  
Their heart is established and will not shrink, *

 

until they see their desire upon their enemies.

9  
They have given freely to the poor, *

 

and their righteousness stands fast for ever;

 

they will hold up their head with honor.

10  
The wicked will see it and be angry;


they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *

 

the desires of the wicked will perish.

The Epistle to the Hebrews 
13: 1-8, 15-16
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. Remember those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them; those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled; for God will judge fornicators and adulterers. Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.

The Gospel according to Luke 
14: 1, 7 - 14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable. "When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, `Give this person your place,' and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, `Friend, move up higher'; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."

He said also to the one who had invited him, "When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."

聖 靈 降 臨 後 第 十 五 主 日 

祝 文       合 時 儀 文  第 十 七 式

全力全能的主，萬善萬德都本乎主，也是主所賜：求主增加我們虔敬的心，使我們常常敬愛主的聖名；又用各樣厚恩栽培我們，使我們能結出善果；這都是靠著我們的主耶穌基督，聖子和聖父、聖靈，一同永生，一同掌權，惟一上帝，永無窮盡。 阿 們 。

耶 利 米 書   2: 4 - 13
雅各家、以色列家的各族啊，你們當聽耶和華的話。耶和華如此說：“你們的列祖見我有甚麼不義，竟遠離我，隨從虛無的神，自己成為虛妄的呢？他們也不說，那領我們從埃及地上來，引導我們經過曠野、沙漠有深坑之地，和乾旱死蔭、無人經過、無人居住之地的耶和華在哪裡呢？我領你們進入肥美之地，使你們得吃其中的果子和美物。但你們進入的時候，就玷污我的地，使我的產業成為可憎的。祭司都不說：‘耶和華在哪裡呢？’傳講律法的都不認識我，官長違背我，先知藉巴力說預言，隨從無益的神。”
耶和華說：“我因此必與你們爭辯，也必與你們的子孫爭辯。你們且過到基提海島去察看，打發人往基達去留心查考，看曾有這樣的事沒有？豈有一國換了他的神嗎？其實這不是神！但我的百姓將他們的榮耀換了那無益的神。諸天哪，要因此驚奇，極其恐慌，甚為淒涼！”這是耶和華說的。“因為我的百姓做了兩件惡事，就是離棄我這活水的泉源，為自己鑿出池子，是破裂不能存水的池子。
詩   篇 

81: 1, 10 - 16
1
你們當向上帝─我們的力量大聲歡呼，*



向雅各的上帝發聲歡樂！

10
我是耶和華─你的上帝，


曾把你從埃及地領上來﹔*



你要大大張口，我就給你充滿。

11
無奈，我的民不聽我的聲音﹔*



以色列全不理我。

12
我便任憑他們心裡剛硬，*



隨自己的計謀而行。

13
甚願我的民肯聽從我，*



以色列肯行我的道，

14
我便速速治服他們的仇敵，*



反手攻擊他們的敵人。

15
恨耶和華的人必來投降，*



但他的百姓必永久長存。

16
他也必拿上好的麥子給他們吃，*



又拿從磐石出的蜂蜜叫他們飽足。
或
便西拉智訓
10: 12 - 18
無恥是驕傲的開端，他的心遠離了創造他的主。無禮是罪的來源，從此便流出許多的淫亂來；所以主使他遭遇非常的苦痛，直到除滅了他。主必推翻驕傲人的寶座，使謙卑的人坐在其上。上帝必拔出驕傲人的根苗，直到地的深處。將他的根苗滅盡，從地上除掉他們的根，並從人的記憶中塗抹他們的名；因為無禮不是人所當有的，烈怒亦非婦人所生者應當有的。
或
箴  言
25: 6 – 7

不要在王面前妄自尊大，
不要在大人的位上站立。

寧可有人說：“請你上來”，
強如在你覲見的王子面前叫你退下。

詩  篇 
112
1
你們要讚美耶和華！*



敬畏耶和華，甚喜愛他命令的，



這人便為有福。

2
他的後裔在世必強盛；*



正直人的後代必要蒙福。

3
他家中有貨物，有錢財；*



他的公義存到永遠。

4
正直人在黑暗中，有光向他發現；*



他有恩惠，有憐憫，有公義。

5
施恩與人、借貸與人的，這人事情順利；*



他被審判的時候要訴明自己的冤。

6
他永不動搖；*



義人被記念直到永遠。

7
他必不怕凶惡的信息；*



他心堅定，倚靠耶和華。

8
他心確定，總不懼怕，*



直到他看見敵人遭報。

9
他施捨錢財，賙濟貧窮；*



他的仁義存到永遠。



他的角必被高舉，大有榮耀。

10
惡人看見便惱恨，必咬牙而消化；*



惡人的心願要歸滅絕。

希 伯 來 書   13: 1-8, 15-16
你們務要常存弟兄相愛的心。不可忘記用愛心接待客旅，因為曾有接待客旅的，不知不覺就接待了天使。你們要記念被捆綁的人，好像與他們同受捆綁；也要記念遭苦害的人，想到自己也在肉身之內。婚姻，人人都當尊重，床也不可污穢，因為苟合行淫的人，上帝必要審判。你們存心不可貪愛錢財，要以自己所有的為足。因為主曾說：“我總不撇下你，也不丟棄你。”所以我們可以放膽說：“主是幫助我的，我必不懼怕；人能把我怎麼樣呢？”從前引導你們、傳上帝之道給你們的人，你們要想念他們，效法他們的信心，留心看他們為人的結局。耶穌基督，昨日、今日、一直到永遠，是一樣的。

我們應當靠著耶穌，常常以頌讚為祭獻給上帝，這就是那承認主名之人嘴唇的果子。只是不可忘記行善和捐輸的事，因為這樣的祭是上帝所喜悅的。

路 加 福 音   14: 1, 7 - 14
安息日，耶穌到一個法利賽人的首領家裡去吃飯，他們就窺探他。

耶穌見所請的客揀擇首位，就用比喻對他們說：“你被人請去赴婚姻的筵席，不要坐在首位上，恐怕有比你尊貴的客被他請來；那請你們的人前來對你說：‘讓座給這一位吧！’你就羞羞慚慚地退到末位上去了。你被請的時候，就去坐在末位上，好叫那請你的人來對你說：‘朋友，請上座。’那時，你在同席的人面前就有光彩了。因為，凡自高的，必降為卑；自卑的，必升為高。”耶穌又對請他的人說：“你擺設午飯或晚飯，不要請你的朋友、弟兄、親屬和富足的鄰舍，恐怕他們也請你，你就得了報答。你擺設筵席，倒要請那貧窮的、殘廢的、瘸腿的、瞎眼的，你就有福了！因為他們沒有甚麼可報答你。到義人復活的時候，你要得著報答。”

